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GENERAL JUDGMENT. 


32 


RomaANs i. verſe 18. 


* 


The wrath o 2 I revealed Ht on beam agen! 2. 1 ange 
and uns. 138 oy 16 * Y. mens iro hickd the truth au wnrightemymie; 


pl great aim of every Chriſtian Miniſter ſhould be in 
imitation of his e eee to call ſinners to repent- 


ance and newneſs of life. And to this purpoſe he ſhould 
enforce h:s exhortations, not only with the promiſes, but 


alſo with the threatenings of the goſpel. I bey indeed 
who with to live at eaſe in their fins, and to put the evil 


day far from them, condemn this laſt method of preaching, 
às cruel and unmerciful, and fit only to mace men mekuy 


choly, and to drive them to deſpair. | 

But why ſhould it be thouglit crue! or e or 
in any reſpect improper, to endeavour to ꝛlatm the guilty 
with a ſenſe of their danger? Did not Chriſt, the great 
fountain of love and mercy, uſe this method? Hath he 
not deſcribed in the moſt a ful terms, the torments re- 
jerved for the ungodly in a future ſtate? Does he not 
urge us to deny our ſinful inclinations by the fear of thar 
<vorm that never digth, and of that os that ſhall never be qrenchecd 'S 
And does he not repeatedly tell us, that a wicked life will 
ſink us in thoſe regions of horror and deſpair, where no- 


thing. is heard but wailing, weeping, . 20 gnataing of 
teeth? The Apoſtles in. like manner, even in thoſe 


epiſtles, where they are delivering the. joy tu} meſſage of 


 falvation by a Redeemer, do yet frequently declare, that 
God will puniſh in the-moſt 8 manner, all thoſe 
rebellious creatures, who, by ſtill cominuing: in their 


evil ways, ſlight the pardon, which he offers them. The 


rext is one inſtance of this fort, amidſt a multitude that 
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might be produced, and ſerves to ſhew us, that however 


mercifv] the Lord is to them that ſeek him, yet is he juſt 
and holy, and will by no means ſuffer his laws to be” 


droken with impunity, 


The wrath of God, fays the Apoll e, i $ revealed from L 7 


heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, 


who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs : i. e. God hath F; 


given us the ampleſt aſſurances that ſin is an abomination 
to him, and will, of courſe, bring upon us the worſt of 
evils: that all impiety and profaneneſs towards God, and 
all acts of malice and injuſtice towards man, particularly 


in thoſe who hold the truth in eng wil ke (i. e. 


who know the right and do the wrong 


will ſubject nien 


Theſe important particulars the Almighty has been 


pleaſed to make known us in a variety of ways. 8 
1. By the light of nature. Reaſon itſelf teaches, that 


he who communicates life and happinefs to ſuch an infinite 
number of creatures, muſt do it from a prineiple of diſ- 


intereſted love and goodneſs; that therefore a being ſo 


good and gracious ought to be loved, reverenced and 


obeyed, and that thoſe ungrateful wretches who do other- 
_ wile, juſtly deſerve to feel his diſpleaſure. Hence the 
moſt virtuous heathens, who were deſtitute of every other 


guide in theſe matters, but the light of nature, have al- 
ways entertained ſome confuſed notions of a kind of hea= 


ven and hell; the former as the receptacle of the pious 
and good, and the latter as a place of punithment for 
thoſe, who defpiſed the worthip of the G 
injured and oppreſſed their fellow creatures. And though 
their opinion of theſe matters may in ſeveral particulars 


appear extremely abſurd, and even ridicuous to us, who 
enjoy the clear light of God's word, yet it ſhews upon 
the whole, that the doctrine of the text is no more than 


what natural reaſon teaches, viz. that vengeance in'the 


moſt dreadful form will one day overtake all the workers 


of iniquity. 


2. This doctrine is farther confirmed by the conſtitu- 
tion of things in the preſent ſtate. For notwithſtanding 
that in ſeveral cafes there be one event to the juſt and to 
the unjuſt; yet we know affuredly, that as righteouſ- 
nefs tendeth unto life, ſo be that purſueth evil, purſueth- 


ods, and who 


"+ ($5 3. 
if unto his own deſttuction. A courſe of virtue, whatever 
difficulties may attend it, will, upon the whole, make us; 


 happicr than we could otherwiſe. be in the preſent life; 
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and will alſo prepare us for thoſe joys that are eternal in 


the next {Lhe path of the juſt, however intricate or 
dark it may be for a while, will keep gradually opening, 


and Rke the ſan emerging from a gioomy fog, tirough: 
which it has waded for tome time, will at laſt built forth 
in all the beauty and ſplendour of the perfect day, The 
path of vice is juſt the reverſe of this. However {moot] 
or inviting it may at firſt appear, yet as you advance in it, 


it becomes more and more rugged, perplexed, and pain- 


* 


ful, till at laſt it end in everlaſting horror and darknels.: 
By the natural conſtitution of things, pain treads to ciote- 
ly in the ſteps of every forbidden pleaſure, that you may, 
as reaſonably hope to take fire into your boloin, and not 
be burnt by it, as to be happy while you indulge iniquity 
of any fort. in your heart. By thus connecting waſerys 
with vice, and making every tranſgretion ot the divme 
law carry its own puniſhment along with it, God has: 
ſutticiently teſtified his diſpleaſure agairiit in, and warned 
every man to avoid it not only as an enemy to his eternal. 
peace, but.as the ſource of the worit evLs, that can betal, 
him in his prefent ſtate. But : org 
3. Another way, in which the Lord hath declared his 
abliorrence of fin, and bis intention to punich it, is by 
the revelation of his holy will in the ſcriptufes of the 
Gld and New Teſtament. here he aſſures us in the 
moſt expreſs terms, that /, all not go unpuny/ucd, that the, 
curſe of heaven reſts upon the ungodly and the unjuſt: 
that they who deſpiſe their Maker, ſhall be hghtly- 
elteemed : that ere ne peace to the wicked : that the ace of 
the Lord is again them that do evil; and that the wicked all 


be turned into hell, even all the nations that forget God. All this 
| we gather from the writings ct_ the Old Teſtament, 
{ But the fame doctrine is full more forcibly delivered in 
the new. There we are told that God hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the world in righieouſreſs, 


and give to every one according to his deeds; in conte- 


| quence of which the wicked ſhall go away into everiaſting 


pun.thment, but the righteous into life eternal. Io add 


to the ſolemmty of this important day, the Lord fetus 
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Chriſt is repreſented as deſcending from heaven with his: 
mighty angels in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them | 
that know not God, and that obey not his goſpel, who ſhall: Þ 
be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 


of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, when he 


ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be ad- 
maired of all them that believe. Ihe goſpel likewiſe in- 
8 forms'as, that the pain of body, and anguith of foul, to 
| be then inflited upon the ungodly, ſhall be fo exquiſitely 
intolerable, that they ſhalt deſire but in vain, to throw. 
themſelves into the arms of death as a refuge from their 
I torments ; yea, that they ſhall, in wild deſpair, call to the 
1 


rocks and mountains to fall upon them, and hide them 
for ever from the moſt terrible of all fights, the Fountain 
of Mercy, who ſhould have been their deliverer, become, 
by their own fault, their inexorable judge. LES 
I The perſons on whom this vengeance fhall fall, are, as 
the text informs us, the ungodly and unrighteous -of 
every denomination, and particularly thoſe who hold the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs, and who ſtifle and reſiſt the- 
voice of conſcience inforeed by the word of Ged. A- 
cordingly we read, Rev. xxi. that the feaxful, and unbe- 
kevers, and abominable, and murderers, and whore- }- 
mongers, and all liars, ſhall have their portion in the lake: / 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſe- 
cond death. 1 Cer. vi. St. Paul declares, that no ſort of 
unrightegus perſon, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor revilers, nor 
drunkards, nor extortioners ſhall inherit the kingdom of 
God. And again, Eph. v. the ſame Apoſtle cautions us 
that we be not miſled by the ſophiſtry of deſigning men, 
into a notion that there is little or no harm in ſuck: ! 
things; Let no man deceive ycu (ſays he) with vain } 
e for whatever wicked men may ſay, (or Whatever 
your own deceitful hearts may ſuggeſt to the contrary,) 
it is becauſe of theſe things that the wrath of Ged cometh 
upon the, children of d.ſobedience. Again, John iii. we 
are told, that as l. who -believeth on the Son of God F 
hath life, even a divine life, which enabling him to have 
his frut-unto holineſs here, becomes the pledge and fore- 
| taſte of everlaſting life hereafter; ſo he who beheveth not, 
but is diſobedient to the heavenly call, is ſo ſar from ſee- 
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„ing life, that the wrath of God abideth on hint: i. e. he 
R continues unfanctied and unchanged im heart and life, 
1e wretched flave of fin and Satan, (the enemy of God 
„ ey evil works,) and of courſe obnoxious to the worſt 
e Wh evils, which the word of God hath denounced againſt 
- | impenitent ſinners. And once more, in the 2d chapter 
- of this fame epiſtle from whence the text is taken, the- 
o Apoſtle aſſures us, that as on one hand to them, who by 
y 


patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, 
W. and immortality, God will give eternal life; ſo on the 
ir other hand upon them, who obey not the truth, but obey 
ie unrighiteouſneſs, he will pour out indignation and wrath, 
m _! tribulation and anguiſh. And leſt any one inwardly un- 
in boly and impure ſhould rely upon his outward privileges 
ie, as - a defence againſt the divine judgments, the Apoſtle far. 
ther aſſures us, that this vengeance thall, without reſpect 
as of perſons, be inflicted upon every; for! of man that doth evil, 
of 7 whether Jew or Gentile, whether bieſt with evangelical. 
the light, or funk in heatheniſh darkneſs. Each will be 
the judged according to the diſpenſation he enjoyed; and fo 
Afar will the name of Chriſt be from profiting thoſe that 
be- have lived unworthy of it, that they will be beaten with 
many firipes, as the ſervants who knew their Lord's will, 
ake and did it not. Thus you ſee the dreadful things with 
> ſe- which the word of God threatens preſumptuous ſinners, 
t of and it ſhould be obſerved that alt thefe denunciations of 
nor evil (fo. far as we have room to expect the completion of 
nor them in this life) ſtand awfully verified by the hiſtory 
m of And experience of all ages. 
s us Diſobedience to a divine command baniſhed our firſt 
men, parents from Paradiſe, and ſubjected them, and their po- 
fuch ſterity, to evils that we ſhould © otherwiſe never have 
vain } known. A general depravity of manners brought an 
tever | univerſal deiuge upon the world of the ungodly. The 
rary,). 4 deteſtable practices of the inhabitants of Sodom and 
meth: } Gomorrah provoked God to deſtroy them and their cities, 
ii. we by a ſtorm of fire and brimſtone from heaven; and 
God F to make their country a ſtanding monument to this 


) have day, of his diſpleaſure againſt lin. The overthrow of the 


fore- Egyptian hoſts in the Red Sea: the exciſion of the 8 
h not, naanitiſn nations: the various and heavy judgments that 
m ſee- overtook the diſobedient Iſraelites, and the calamities 


„ 
that are, to this day, purſuing their unhappy deſcendants, 
for the rejection of Chriit : the temporal calamities which, 
wilful wickedneſs brings upon individuals, and which, 
themſelves in moſt caſes may fee to be the natural pu-. 


niſhment of their fins : the ſudden and ſhametul downfal;} kk 


ot thoſe who have exalted themſelves by fraud and oppteſ- 
ſion : the ſurprifing diſcoveries of murder, and other atro- 
caus crimes, that had been committed with the greateſt ſe- 
_ ereey ; and the horrors and agonies of mind, which gene- 
rally ſeize preſumptuous ſinners of every ſort, when death. 
threatens to introduce them -into the preſence of a long, 
forgotten God. All theſe things, 1 ſay, plainly prove 
that the face of the Lord is againſt them that do evil, 
and that tlie denunciations of his word are by no means 
einpty threats. We have already keen a number of them, 
in the above inſtances, awtully verified, and may from 
thence conclude, that the whole will, in due time, be mace, 
good. 
And now having thewn you, 3 reaſon, experience, 
and the word of God, tliat iniquity of every fort will ſub- 
ject men to the worſt evils, both in time and eternity, I. 
thall next apply what has been ſaid, as briefly as the i in- 
portance of the ſubject will admit. And $ 
1. If the wrath of God mult ſooner or later fall upon, 
every ſoul of man that doth evil, then let each of us aſk- 
his own heart, upon what grounds he hopes to eſcape it. 
Let conſcience ſpeak, Are you the children of God by, 
faith in Chriſt, and newneſs of life; or does your ungod- 
lineſs and wicked works proclaim you the children of the 
devilf If the former, you are ſafe, and no evil ſhall ap- 
| proach to hurt you. The Almighty God will be your guide, 
your guardian, and your everlaſting reward. But if you 
are the wretched flaves of fin and Satan, and reſolved to 
continue ſuch, notwithſtanding that deliverance which 
the don of God offers you; then be aſured that nothing, 
can fave, you from the deſtruction which ſlumbereth not, 
and which, like a pointed ſword een by a hair, 
hangs continually over your guilty heads. I he marks 
by which the word of God diſtinguiſhes the Hein of glory 
from all others, are ſuch as t' heſe: They are renewed in 
the ſpirits of their minds; they walk in newnelſs of life: by 
prayers and Praiſe. they maintain a continual and delight- | 


3 LUCIE: Fae” 
„ful intercourfe with heaven: their fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, whom having not 
Ren, they yet love. And as a proof that they do indeed 
1:7 Jove him, they keep his commandments, carefully avoiding 
all known fin, and faithfully ſtriving to perfect holineſs in 
the fear of God: they are moreover meek and lowly in 
- | their own eyes, tender hearted and forgiving. towards. 
- | others, true and juſt in their dealings, and temperate in 
1. | their enjoyments. And laſtly, They are careful to che- 
„ | riſh in their hearts, and to exhibit in their lives, that ſpirit 
> | of unfeigned love towards all men, which Chriſt erjoins 
» 

7 


las the only ſure proof that we are his genuine diſciples. | 
Ak your hearts then, Have you experienced any thing 
Alke this? Has the goſpel! produced any change in you for 

; | the better? Do you delight to approach in his holy _ 

>, [ ordinances? Can you addreſs the Lord in the words of 

David, and ſay from your heart, Through thy command. 

ments I get underſtanding, therefore do I hate every evil 

way. The Jaw of thy mouth is ſweeter to me than 

_ | thouſands of gold and ſilver. Thou art my portion, O 
Lord the defire of my heart, and what my ſoul longeth 

for, as its ſupreme good ! Whom have I in heaven but 

| Frhee? and there is none upon earth | deſire in compari- 

[fon of thee, and of thoſe joys which the light of thy 
countenance gives? If this be the caſe, you have room to 

believe yourſelf in the number of thoſe happy fouls, who, 4 
| reſting on the Rock of Ages, ſhall ſtand ſecure, when the 2A 
> | earth, and all the works that are therein, are buried in their 
own ruins, and ſhall even look forward with joy to that. | 
awful day, that completes the perdition of ungadly men. 
But what if this ſhould not be the caſe ? what if con- | 
ſeience place you among thoſe impious wretches, who | 
hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs ? do far from caſting off 
the works of darkneſs, you perbaps hate to be reformed, 
and, like many others, rejoice in iniquity. You are, it 
may be, as great a flave to your ſenſual appetites, as in- 

| [temperate and debauched, as malicious, implacable, un- 

{ merciful, and worldly-minded, as thoſe on whom the 
light of Chriſtianity never ſhone. And if ſo, it is ver 
plain that you are yet in your fins, and that Chriſt will 
profit you nothing, You are the children of the devil, 
the enemies of righteouſneſs, and the very perſons againft 
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whom all the threatenines of the law, and ot the goſpe 


are pointed. Conſider therefore, in the 


2. Place, The terror of your ſituation. You have re A 
belled againft God, your heavenly Father, and beſt Bene-"Þ* 


factor; you have deſpiſed a Saviour's love, and rejected 
that dear-bought falvation which he offers you: you have | 
done deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, by hardening your 
heart againſt his impreſſions. In ſhort, you have rejec- | 


ted happineſs and choſen miſery. You have preferred | 


the drudgery of fin to the ſervice of God, and by fo do- 
ing have incurred the diſpleaſure of him that made you. 


And now, how will you be able to endure that wrath. of 


God, which is about to fall upon you tor ſuch wicked- | 

neſs? think how many ways an Almighty Being has to 

puniſh. his guilty creatures. Hie need but withdraw his 

fupporting hand, and there is an end of you. He need 

* 11 the word, and the moſt painful and loathſoine 
i 

very food you eat, and the air you breathe, are juſt what 


he pleaſes to make them, the ſupport of life, or the cauſe 


es ſhall become the miniſters of his vengeance, Ihe 


of death, Every outward comfort you enjoy is at his 
diſpoſal. He can deprive you of them in a moment; or 
he can continue them, and make them the ſource of 
much unhappineſs, Nay, what is wo: ſe, he can ſet looſe 
an awakened conſcience upon you, and make you in- 
wardly and completely wreiched amidit every outward 


advantage. And laſtly, He can caſt you body and foul | 


into hell, and leave you there a prey to the malignant 
ſpirits of darkneſs. Now you ſhould remember, that 


while YOu continue in wilful wickedneſs of any fort, you 
actually join the great enemy of mankind againſt the 


greateit and beſt of beings, and by ſo doing force him, as 
it were, in ſpite of his natural benignity, to inflict upon | - 


you the worſt evils of time and eternity. Your fituation 
then, as a wilful, perſevering ſinner, is indeed deplorable. 
You ſtand upon the very brink of deſtruction, and know | 


not how ſoon the dreadful artiſſery of God's judgments | 


may open upon your defenceleſs fouls. And yet, it may be, 
that you, like many others, from a principle of unbelief, 


may flatter yourſelf with the hope that the Fountain of 


Ive and goodneſs wilt not inflict upon you the evils he 


has threatened, even though you ſtill continue to offend | | 
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| | ( 11 ) a | , 
nim. But let not this vain hope deceive you. Hear 
g | what the Almighty himſelf, Deut. xxix. ſays of ſuch as 
argue in this manner: If there be among you a root that 
4>beareth gal! and wormwoodg, 1. e. any preſumptuous ſin- 
if: 4 ner, and it come to paſs when he heareth the curſes of 
| God's word, that he bleſs hifniſelf in his heart, ſaying, I 

ir hall have peace though I walk in the imagination of my 
heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, and to run into one 
4 | fin and debauchery after another, that the Lord will not 
| ore him, but his anger and jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt | 
that man, being the more provoked, becauſe he preſumes 
of upon that mercy which he is continually abuſing. 
'; There is only one way then left for you to eſcape, pro- 
15 | vided you are ſo ſenſible of your danger, as to deſire a 
\is. | deliverance from it; and this is what 1 wiſh you, in the 
d | third, and laſt place, to weigh attentively. The Lord Jeſus 
ne | Chriſt, as the holy ſcriptures teach us, came down from 
he beaven, on purpoſe that he might ſeek and fave thoſe 
lat | fouls who had undone themſelves by wicked works, and 
ſe Who, by wandering in the paths of the deſtroyer, had 
his | wandered far from God, and from happineſs. "This 
or | compaſſionate Saviour is farther repreſented as our media- 
of | tor, through whom alone we have accels to the Father, 
ofe Peace and pardon, grace and glory, are at his diſpoſal ; 

in- | and he is not more able than he is willing to fave to the 
rd] uttermoſt all that come unta God by him. Now, if you 
dul] really believe this, and reſolve, through the grace offered 

ant in the goſpel, to break off your fins by repentance, and 
hat te walk in newneſs of life, all will yet be well. This 
ou] however 3s upon the ſuppoſition that you do it imme- 
the diately. For it may be you have already ſinned to the 
43 utmoſt extent of God's patience and forbearance, and to 
on proceed a ſtep farther" in vice, may ſink you in irretriev- 
"on | Able ruin, Say then, are you reſolved forthwith to ex- 
ble, | Change the deluſive pleaſures of fin, for the ſubſtantial 
ow | Joys which God's favour gives? Do you indeed defire 
nts the falvation of your fouls? and are you determined to 
be; fubmit to the terms upon which it is offered, ſo as to 
lief,, come unto God by Chriſt for it? If you are thus reſol- 
1 of | ved, under divine grace, to begin in the good ways of God, 
he let nothing diſcourage you from proceeding, neither the 
end | greatneſs of your paſt tranſgreſſions, nor the apprehended 


- fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Let us bleſs God that we 


8 „ 9 
difficulties to which a life of religion may expoſe you. 
For as to the former, the greatneſs of your fins ; the blood Jo 
of Chriſt eleanſeth from all fin, and is indeed the on 
defence againſt the terrors of an accufing conſcience, an 
the wrath of an avenging God: and as to the later, the 
_ difficulties of religion, be aſſured, that divine grace will 
be ſufficient for you, and that God, according to his pro- 
miſe, will give you a new heart, new powers and abilities, 
ſo that you ſhall perform with eaſe, and even with plea- 
ſure, thoſe Chriſtian duties, which to the natural man 
muſt ever be impracticable. Thus will Chriſt deliver 
you both from the power and puniſhment-of your fins, 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, and not only | 
fave you from the perdition that awaits the un 
| but exalt you to bleſſedneſs unutterable, inconceivable, 
and that knows no period: for however plain it be from 
ſcripture, that the wrath of God will overtake the world 
of the ungodly, yet are we aſſured to our comfort, from 
the fame authority, that there is no condemnation to | 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 


have ſuch a Saviour; and while we rejoice in the diſtin- 
guiſhing privilege, let us be careful to improve it to the 
nobleſt purpoſes. Z 


| PSALM L. Pon. 1. 


i. The Lord, the judge before his throne, bids the whole earth | 

| draw nigh, | FEE | 5 ' | 

The nations near the riſing ſun, and near the weſtern ſky 

2. No more ſhall bold blaſphemers ſay, Judgment will ne“er begin: ; 

No more abuſe his long delay, to impudence and fin, _ | 

3. Thron'd on a cloud our God ſhall come, bright flames prepare 

Thunder and darkneſs, fire and ſtorthy lead on the dreadfu} day. 

4. Heav'n from aboye his call ſhall hear, attending angels come, | 
And earth and hell ſhall know and fear his juſtice and their doom. 


RET EE, ww, 


